
ILLUSTRATING CODY DOCKS 
  Life in the past and now on Cody Dock - a poster making 

workshop by Ada Jusic 

Image credits: London Borough of Newham Archives (black and white images) & Ada Jusic (all 

others). This resource is for supporting the workshop and is not intended for publication or 

reproduction. All rights reserved. 

Introduction 

This booklet is to help you prepare for the poster making workshop on 

Thursday 13 May at 5pm online.  Here you will find all the historical 

information, reference photos, links and advice for making a poster 

about the past and present lives of people who work and live in and 

around Cody Dock. 

If you haven’t booked yet, you can do that here. I hope you can spend a 

little time preparing for the workshop if possible. 

 

The History of Cody Dock 
The history of work and life in and around Cody Dock is a heavily 

industrialised one. For nearly 100 years starting in 1870 the dock would 

have been busy with the unloading of coal brought from Newcastle, 

while nearby textile and dyeing factories and the huge gasworks would 

have employed a significant portion of the local population. Life would 

have been hard for local people who lived and worked in the area, which 

was one of the poorest in London. The work was physically demanding 

and dangerous, the area was prone to floods and heavily bombarded in 

the Second World War. 

 

Today the area surrounding Cody Dock is still very industrial, and less 

inhabited - where terraced houses used to stand on Bidder street there 

are now warehouses and scrap merchants. However much of the 

industry is now very different, companies such as Amazon and 

Sainsburys have huge warehouses to meet the demands of modern 

online shopping and many businesses have offices in the area. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/illustrating-cody-docks-online-workshop-for-young-people-tickets-150759488689


 

 

The biggest change has been Cody Dock itself, after the closure of the 

gasworks in the 60s the dock became redundant and was used as a 

dumping ground until 2009 when it was taken over by non-profit 

organisation Gasworks Dock Partnership with the aim of regenerating 

the area, making it a community hub and rehabilitating local wildlife. 

Today people come to Cody Dock not just to work but to attend cultural 

events, to enjoy the local wildlife and to spend leisure time walking and 

cycling the area. 

 

You can read a more detailed version of this history here: 
http://www.oldflames.org.uk/Cody%20Dock%20Final.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oldflames.org.uk/Cody%20Dock%20Final.pdf


 

 

 

Preparing for the workshop 
 

To help you prepare for the workshop here are some ideas: 

- Look at the images in this pack closely and think about what are the 

differences and what are the similarities between then and now 

- What differences/similarities do you find the most interesting? Think 

about how you would show this in a poster 

 

-If you have access to a printer, print and cut out some of the images in 

this pack, experiment with arranging them in interesting compositions- 

try to draw some of the images in this pack, or make some drawings 

inspired by the images and information. You can cut them out and 

experiment with composition, or experiment with different pens and 

drawing/colouring techniques. 

 

- Are you going to add text to your poster? Experiment with different 

ways of lettering  

 

Here are some videos with ideas for lettering, drawing and using 

different materials: 

 

https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/546029959/privacy 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHXidlH-

dBw&ab_channel=CraftyNica 

 

 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/546029959/privacy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHXidlH-dBw&ab_channel=CraftyNica
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHXidlH-dBw&ab_channel=CraftyNica


On the day of the workshop 
 

 

Please have all your drawings/cut outs/materials/questions ready for the 

start of the workshop. 

 

 

PHOTO RESOURCES 
Here you can find all the photos kindly licensed by Newham Photo Archives and some that 

the artist has taken, to use as inspiration and material for your poster. 









 





 



 
 













































 



 


