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Emmanuel Church

Emmanuel Church was built in 1852. It is the 
oldest church in Forest Gate, providing a place 
for religious and community activities for over 
160 years.  The story of the present location 
began with the planting of an acorn by a local 
botanist that grew into a fine oak tree. The 
original building was designed by the well-
known architect, George Gilbert Scott. The 
building even survived WWII mostly intact and 
it still has a thriving congregation today.

Since 1852 Emmanuel Parish church, Forest 
Gate has been an integral part of Newham, and 
Forest Gate communities. Feeding and caring 
for the less fortunate has been a huge part of 
Emmanuel’s ministries, as well as for those 
who have mental health conditions that require 
support. It also has a welcoming and loving 
community of people who love people and do 
their best to show hospitality and welcome to 
all who enter.

Members of the congregation at Emmanuel 
church share their thoughts on the importance 
of their church in making a home in Newham.



How long have you lived in Newham?

I emigrated from my home country of 
Jamaica 20th May 1990, lived in Peckham 
SE15 for twenty three months, relocated 
to Forest Gate 17th April 1992, making 
it 28 years.

How has Emmanuel Church Parish 
helped you to make a home in 
Newham?

I feel very much at home in Newham 
and have never had the desire to move 
to another borough, my main reason for 
that is the multiculturalism of the borough, 
there is a choice of shops within a stone 
throw of each other and surrounding 
the Church.

What is your fondest memory 
associated with Emmanuel?

My fondest memory is when I saw people 
of all faiths come together as one, to Plan 
for the building of community, and when 
we as all faith communities plan and march 
for peace in our community. 

Revd Ajennie Subaran



In what way is Emmanuel Church important 
to your life and community?

It is the meeting place for the Parishioners and 
community people as well because they do 
come in during activities organised by Church 
for reflection, and prayer and the Church activity 
hall is sometimes hired and used by community 
people. The building hosts many other groups 
besides the Church; such as a nursery, an after 
school club, breakfast club, Stepping Stones 
[a drop-in session for people living with mental 
health problems, involving games, crafts and a 
short Christian service], and others. 

How has Emmanuel Church helped you to 
make a home in Newham?

It gives me fulfilment in my Spiritual life. 

Is there anything you would like to add about 
how Emmanuel Church has impacted your 
ability to make a home in Newham?

Without it I might have thought of moving to an 
area where my faith has a building where I can join 
others for worship and service to the community.

Kessy



What is your earliest memory 
associated with Emmanuel Church?

My mum took me to Emmanuel Church 
Forest Gate at the age of 3. She always 
says that they made her feel welcome 
and she was greeted by lovely friendly 
people.I remember being at the Sunday 
club which is where all the children 
gathered in a room and did colouring in. 
We were also given juice and biscuits.

What is the funniest memory you have 
associated with Emmanuel Church?

My funniest memory is that people who 
visit call us “the food church” as we 
always have lots of food.

How important is Emmanuel Church 
to you and your local community?

The building means a lot because it 
is part of the community. We have a 
breakfast club which I occasionally 
help out at to feed the homeless. 

Saffron

People who visit 
call us ‘the food 
church’ as we always 
have lots of food.”“



How has Emmanuel Church affected your life?

The establishment gave me opportunity to 
establish Faithful Friends (a project run by church 
for “building Friendships between people of 
different faiths and none in Forest Gate”) and 
a platform to start Urdu Worship Service for 
Urdu speaking Christian community of Newham.

How important is Emmanuel Church to 
you and your local community?

Emmanuel church is proving a platform for local 
faiths groups to bring peace and harmony in 
Newham. Emmanuel Church arranges breakfast 
club on weekly basis for local homeless and 
needy peoples. Emmanuel Church also holds 
open church on weekly basis for local residents.

What is your earliest memory associated 
with Emmanuel Church?

I used to think this building as an old castle 
no a church as there was darkness all around 
the building due to big trees and it used to open 
only on Sunday.

Reverend Canon Barnabas Matloob



How important is Emmanuel Church to 
you and your local community?

Having been with Emmanuel Church for 
27 years, I now love my local community 
members as I love my family — regardless of 
our faiths.

How has Emmanuel Church helped you 
make a home in Newham?

When you love your neighbours and they also 
love you too, it does not make sense to move 
to another borough to live. 

What do you know about the history of 
Emmanuel Church? 

Emmanuel Church, Forest Gate, East London 
is more than 150 years Old. Emmanuel Church 
is known as a welcoming Church where 
everyone is being cared and loved. Emmanuel 
Church treats every person the same without 
discrimination. Emmanuel Church is a place 
where everyone loves each other as a Family 
regardless of where you come from.

Rhonda Tom-West (Left)

Evangelist RhoNda Tom-West



Tell us about your experiences 
with Emmanuel Church Forest Gate.

My earliest and fondest memory 
was in 2013, me and my then 
‘husband to be’ came across 
Emmanuel church whilst looking 
for a church to be married. I 
remember phoning my mother; 
excitedly telling her of our choice, 
when she surprisingly informed me 
that she had married my father 
in the same church in 1967. 
This was a memorable moment! 
Can you imagine how coincidental 
this was for me?

I remember taking cake decorating 
classes with a few other women in 
the evenings. We had hilarious times 
developing our skills, especially when 
it was pointed out to me many a 
time that I was handling the icing as 
though I was kneading dumplings!? 

Juliette Davies

Juliette Davis (Above right)



Rev Ajennie took the classes at 
the time, we bonded quickly and 
I consider her to be family. She 
also hosts a bible study group 
where we learn about bible 
teachings that are relevant to our 
present day circumstances and 
have lively debates. 

During this period where we 
are observing social distancing 
measures we have been able to 
keep in contact with each other 
via zoom to continue with church 
services or have phone contact 
to check up on each other, and 
this is just an example of how 
Emmanuel can be considered to 
be a family to all who have been 
fortunate enough to have come to 
know Emmanuel as a second home.



What is your earliest memory associated 
with Emmanuel Church?

I remember I mistook the Church for a different 
denomination other than the Anglican. The notice 
board reads Church of God which to me is another 
denomination given my African background. I am 
originally from Kenya where one of the Pentecostal 
churches goes by the name Church of God.

How has Emmanuel Church affected your life?

The establishment has been a blessing to my life. 
It has offered me numerous opportunities which I 
believe contributed to my spiritual growth just to 
mention one. It sponsored me for a Parish Evangelist 
course which am proud of. I am on course to pursue 
other trainings to enrich my ministry. Overall it has 
transformed my life and how I relate with others 
and the challenges of the world.

How has Emmanuel Church helped you to 
make a home in Newham?

From the day I set foot into this Church and the 
acquaintance I made, my social life has revolved 
around it. I base my decisions around my faith and 
by extension Newham as my residence of choice.

John Kitawi Mwambi



I decided to immigrate to the UK from 
Jamaica to have a better life and to have 
more opportunity. It was very important 
to me to be able to work hard and 
maintain strong work ethic and progress 
in life. I take education very seriously 
and ensured that my children were 
able to achieve academically.  Having 
arrived in the UK I had lived in South and 
West London. I came to east London by 
default and decided settle in Newham 
where I have lived for 47 years, raising 
my 5 children.

In 1991 I retired after working for 20 
years as a telephone operator with 
British Telecom. It was at this point 
in my life I felt the need to find a 
church where I could worship and 
have fellowship. I remember seeing 
the church on my journey to work and 
wondered what it might be like and 
decided to attend the Sunday service.

Back then churches were not as culturally 
diverse as they are now and were not 
very friendly or welcoming towards black 
people. The most significant thing about 
Emmanuel at that time, was that it was 
refreshing to feel so welcomed from the 
first visit. On my second visit I was asked 
to stay for tea, coffee and refreshments

The church was so much fun and 
rewarding; it was a vibrant inclusive 
church.  At the time there was a Night 
Shelter and for 10 years I gave a helping 
hand by working on a rota basis. I also 
remembered making soup and selling 
many plants during the summer Fayre 
which was my donation towards the 
event.

During the 28 years I have spent at 
Emmanuel I have met many friends who I 
consider to be my church family.

Ivaline

”
“



How important is Emmanuel 
Church to you and your local 
community?

Being a 168 years old building, it 
is an attraction for local community  
especially for migrant who become 
resident here. People from others 
faiths and children from local 
schools often visit and shows their 
interest to know its history.

What interesting facts do you 
know about Emmanuel Church?

The graves in the church yard 
always attracted me. The way 
they were built and the stone work 
are still reminded me the old age. 
Some of the graves reminded me 
of people who served in World 
War 1 & 2.

How important is Emmanuel 
Church to you and your local 
community?

It has become one of the major 
things in my life.

In what way is Emmanuel 
Church important to your life 
and community?

It’s unbiased worshipping, and 
caring for the under-privileged.

How has Emmanuel Church 
helped you to make a home in 
Newham?

Because of its welcoming attitude 
and openness at my first visit.

Shahbz Anwar Abel Samuels
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