
CAST 

 

Joan Blackham - MARGARET 

Voiceover work includes video games High Priestess in Dark Souls 3 and Mary in Fragments            
of Him. 

Theatre includes Funny Turns (Jermyn Street Theatre) ; Ready Or Not (Arcola); Calendar        
Girls; King Lear, Man of Mode and Across Oka (RSC); Jane Eyre (Shared         
Experience); When We Are Married (West Yorkshire Playhouse); Kenneth Williams’        
production of Loot. 

Recent TV: Innocents, Raised by Wolves, New Tricks, Whitechapel, Doctors, Midsomer     
Murders, Honest, Judge John Deed. 

Film credits include Masaryk, The Battle for Sevastopol, The Sweeney, Noel Clarke’s The         
Knot, Bridget Jones’s Diary, Mothers & Daughters and Plenty. 

Joan has been part of all of Parrabbola’s audio work, played Nan in Secret Stirchley in              
Birmingham and was in Tales from Cabbage Island. 

 



 

Robert Gill - KENNY 

Robert has been an actor for over 50 years, having made his debut as a 10-year-old in a                  
Lucozade advert. 

He has worked consistently ever since, in London’s West End and on the Fringe, he has                
toured nationally and internationally and appeared in award-winning television and film           
productions, from Eastenders and Emmerdale to the Oscar-winning movies Oliver! and     
Martin Scorsese’s Hugo. 

Robert’s previous work for Parrabbola includes Tales from Cabbage Island, the 2012           
site-specific story of Erith on the Thames, as part of the Olympic Torch’s journey to the                
Olympic Stadium in Stratford, close to where Robert lives. 



 

Sovra Newman - MARY ANGEL 

After training at the Arts Educational, she joined a singing and dancing cabaret act touring               
Europe. 

In the UK she worked in repertory theatres up and down the country as a straight actress and                  
singer. 

Roles include Minnie in the Daughter-In-law, Mrs. Manningham in Gaslight, the title role           
in Peter Pan, Malena in John Gabriel Borkman, and a UK tour of Amadeus with Keith Michel             
as Salieri. She played Sandy in a national tour of Grease. Edith, in the stage version of ‘Allo                
‘Allo opposite Gorden Kaye. 

Sovra also runs community music projects in and around London and leads the Newham              
Super Choir, having been a long-term resident of Manor Park. 

For Parrabbola Sovra was part of A Sailor Returns in Margate and Tales from Cabbage            
Island, as well as contributing to many of the audio projects. She was part of the team that                  
delivered the Newham Alleyways Festival. 



 

Lucy Ford - ANGELA 

Lucy trained with the National Youth Theatre and at ALRA. Whilst in training, she played               
roles including Masha in Three Sisters, Lady Percy in Henry IV Part II and Pat            
in Unprotected at the Courtyard Theatre. 

Since graduating she has worked with Vienna’s English Theatre touring a modern adaptation             
of Oscar Wilde’s The Canterville Ghost, and has worked recently at Theatre 503 and at the               
Vaults. 

Most recently she was in the cast of Antic Disposition’s A Christmas Carol at Middle Temple              
Hall 

Alongside working on stage, Lucy has appeared in a number of short films, including playing               
the lead, Amy, in short film Happy Day directed by Ed Cooper Clarke (The Crown, Downton              
Abbey). 

For Parrabbola, she has been involved in various audio projects, and plays Emilia in Feast. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CREATIVE TEAM 

 

Brian Abbott 

WRITER 

Brian has followed twin careers as playwright and actor for many years. 

His first play was written at the age of 20, while working back stage at the Everyman                 
Liverpool and giving drama workshops at Liverpool University. 

As part of Parrabbola for the last ten years he has specialised in commissioned writing for                
large-scale, site-specific Community Plays and musicals. Usually based on local, national and            
international history and events. Often addressing the history of the common people’s            
struggles for democracy. 

These have been staged at Rickmansworth, Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, The Wirral,           
Rotherham and the Millennium Dome, New Theatre Royal Portsmouth, and Tilbury Fort as             
well as in community and site specific venues around the country. Half a Cod a Day, was a                  
“must see show” at the Brighton Fringe Festival, fighting the cause of the Hastings fishing               
fleet against Fishing Quotas and later toured to fishing communities around England and             
Scotland. 

He has also been dramaturg and writer for Parrabbola’s European productions of Pericles,             
and The Winter’s Tale at the Gdansk and Ostrava International Shakespeare Festivals. 

Prior to the Parrabbola projects, Brian’s mainstream plays have been produced at The Lyric              
Hammersmith, Haymarket Theatre Leicester, Richmond Theatre, Bridge Lane        
Theatre-London, and Questors Theatre- London. 

He was also chief writer, researcher and compiler for 200 programmes of the             
original Fifteen-to-One for Channel 4. 

 

Matt Marks 

COMPOSER 

Composer, musical dramatist and performer Matt Marks studied Creative Arts at Nottingham 
Trent University, Composition at the University of Nottingham and Musical Theatre Writing 
at the Tisch School of the Arts at New York University, where he received the Frederic 
Loewe ASCAP award for Musical Theatre.  

He has an extensive CV composing original scores for theatre,dance and performance, 
including work for Nottingham Playhouse, West Yorkshire Playhouse, Sheffield Crucible, 
Tell Tale Hearts, Retina Dance and Polka Theatre. He has had work performed in Gdansk, 
New York, Hobart and Shanghai. 



His amazing personal project Wheeze – the organic organ, which was produced by 
Parrabbola, toured widely across the UK and in Europe as part of Wheeze Winds of Change, 
a circus and street theatre piece about freedom of speech.  

For Parrabbola, wrote the music for Pericles, The Winter’s Tale, Romeo and Juliet, and A 
Midsummer Nights Dream  in Poland, The Czech Republic and Romania, as well as 
contributing to other projects and providing music for all our online audio projects. Matt’s 
final compositions were two songs for our production of The Winter’s Tale in Ireland in 
summer 2019. 

An associate artist with Maison Foo, as composer, deviser and performer,  Matt also 
specialised in music and drama for children and adults with moderate and severe learning 
disabilities, particularly through his work with Nottingham Playhouse and Bamboozle 
Theatre Company. 

As a multi instrumentalist, Matt played accordion with The Balkan Express and Maniere Des 
Bohemiens and keyboards with the jazz trio Kiplefti as well as being part of numerous other 
bands. 

Matt died in 2019 and we’re grateful to his family for allowing us to continue to use his 
music within our work.  

 

Philip Parr 

DIRECTOR 

Philip is a director of theatre, opera and festivals. In addition he works widely as a creative                
producer with expert experience in programming and project management. Philip was born in            
New York City and educated in Australia. He has also worked as an actor, singer,              
musician, composer and puppeteer. 

As a director, his productions have been seen around the world. 

He was founder and Artistic Director of Spitalfields Market Opera, a purpose 
built chamber opera house for London and the first opera house built in London 
for over 100 years, where he directed works by Mozart, Salieri, Gluck and 
Offenbach as well as the first performances of the first Australian Opera, Don 
John of Austria, in a new orchestration by Sir Charles Mackerras.  

In the theatre Philip has made a particular reputation as a director of large scale community               
plays, chiefly working as Artistic Director of Parrabbola for whom he has directed all their              
productions to date. This work has extended to encompass multi-lingual site specific           
Shakespeare productions in collaboration with partners right across Europe, including         
Pericles (2010) and The Winter’s Tale (2012) in Gdansk (Poland) and Ostrava           
(Czech Republic), Romeo and Juliet (2016) and A Midsummer Night’s Dream (2018) in           
Craiova (Romania), and The Winter’s Tale (2019) in Ireland. 



Philip is currently co-director and programmer of the York International Shakespeare          
Festival, with a determination to bring exciting and innovative interpretations of Shakespeare           
to York, alongside the best independent UK productions. His own production of Henry V for              
a single actor has been presented across Europe since 2016 and continues to tour             
internationally, while FEAST a play in one cooking by Romanian writer Olivia Negrean,            
which explored 6 of Shakespeare’s female characters, has played widely since 2018           
after premiering on the roof of the Gdansk Shakespeare Theatre. 

Philip has directed the Swaledale Festival and Bath Shakespeare Festival, and planned the            
cultural festival for the Asian Games in Doha 2004. 

As part of Liverpool Capital of Culture 2008, he was Artistic Director for the 

Holocaust Memorial Day National Event held in the Liverpool Philharmonic Hall. 
Philip is a founding council member and Secretary of the European Shakespeare 
Festivals network. 

 

 

Andra Chelcea 

CREATIVE PRODUCER 

Andra Chelcea is a theatre maker and creative practitioner. 

Her recent work includes: Assistant Director, Stage Manager and Vocalist in Aleya           
Twist (Komola Collective), a Bengali adaptation of Oliver Twist, produced in Bangladesh,           
where she worked with a group of underprivileged girls; Young Creative for Noughts and             
Crosses (Pilot Theatre), Assistant Director for Treasure Island and Lord of the Flies (Mercury         
Theatre). 

She is also an actor and performer. Credits include: The Events, Half of Me and Romeo and             
Juliet (Mercury Theatre), In Search of England (The Packing Shed Theatre         
Company), Faust, The Viaduct and Coro Nero (Radu Stanca National Theatre Sibiu) 

Andra has also been working in arts and culture festivals for over 6 years, including carrying                
out the role of Assistant Coordinator for the Sibiu International Theatre Festival for 3 years. 

Alongside theatre making, Andra is also a practitioner delivering workshops for young            
people, including those with SEND and has worked with companies such as Mercury             
Theatre, New Wolsey Theatre, Eastern Angles, TWAS Theatre Company, Headgate Theatre,           
Pauline Quirke Academy. 

For Parrabbola, Andra has been involved in multiple projects such as This Distemperature, a             
collaboration with the international Shakespeare Festival in Craiova, Romania, around          
Shakespeare and the Environment; Production Assistant and Performer, for A Time to Gather           
Stones, a community play celebrating 1000 years of the history of St Benet’s Abbey in               
Norfolk. She has also recited the poem From the Top of this Hill in premiere, of the               



distinguished spoken-word artist, Polarbear as part of Camden’s London Borough of Culture            
bid and she was part of the team that delivered the Newham Alleyways Festival. 

 

Nicky Adamson 

COMMUNITY PRODUCER 

Following a successful London-based career in commercial non-fiction publishing as a 
commissioning editor and publicist, Nicky has worked for over 20 years in the cultural sector. 

She has strong experience of managing, delivering and evaluating community–based cultural 
programmes for and with local authorities and third sector organisations, and has a particular 
interest in and knowledge of the role of creativity in social regeneration. 

Nicky supported the formation of Parrabbola in 2005 during her time as Arts Generate 
Programme Manager for Thurrock Council, and has worked with the company regularly 
since then. Following further full-time posts in Cambridgeshire and Norfolk, since 2008 she 
has concentrated on consultancy work, widening her portfolio to include, project 
management, fundraising and strategic development for a range of clients, as well as 
maintaining her position as a Creative Producer for Parrabbola. 

In the past few years her work with Parrabbola has included projects in Hertfordshire, 
Norfolk, Bedford, Greenwich and Newham including major community productions in 
Hertfordshire, Greenwich, Norfolk and Newham. 

 

 

 

 


